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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

Production is increasingly 

receiving massive support for 

food security while 

neglecting the impact of post-

harvest loss of already 

produced food. Post-harvest 

loss management is very 

important especially for 

small-scale farmers in order 

to ensure food security and 

income. 

During field handling-to-

storage, significant losses 

occur and as a result farmers 

require improved handling 

and storage facilities such as 

reduced handling of waste, 

chemicals applications and 

storage infrastructure.  

Many processing activities 

that include (winnowing, 

dehulling, drying, sorting and 

shelling) are carried out 

manually, almost entirely by 

women. In the case of 

shelling, beating the maize 

cobs is common – as is the 

beating of heads of sorghum, 

millet and sometimes rice. 

Manual processing methods 

are tiresome and take 

considerable time to be done.  

A farmers' poor knowledge 

and skills on post-harvest 

management are largely 

responsible for the food and 

income losses.  

Climate variability also 

causes low agricultural 

productivity and high post-

harvest losses that increase 

food insecurity. Poor 

extension services for post-

harvest practices is another 

factor contributing to the 

knowledge gap in this field. 

The Problem: Post-Harvest Loss Management  
 

 

 

Focus: Post 
Harvest Loss 

Post-harvest losses in 

Zambia are often 

estimated to be between 

20 and 40% (World Bank 

et al., 2011). Such losses 

are a combination of 

activities in the field, in 

storage, during processing 

and other marketing 

activities. 

Post-harvest losses occur 

between harvest and the 

moment of human 

consumption.  

The major causes of post-

harvest losses are rotting; 

mechanical damage; 

excessive exposure to high 

temperature and relative 

humidity. 

Another major cause of 

crop loss is a 

contamination by a fungi 

or bacteria that causes 

spoilage. Contamination 

can be caused by rodents, 

insects and other pests as 

well as inappropriate 

handling, storage and 

processing techniques. 

Losses may be worsened 

by poor infrastructure, 

harvesting methods and 

post-harvest handling. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022474X1300101X#bib36
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022474X1300101X#bib36
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Solutions: Activities for Journalists 

Use your community radio station to help 

listeners understand the significance of post-

harvest loss management 

Why is the reduction of post-harvest loss 

important? 

Can the local farmers in your area employ 

local technologies needed to reduce post-

harvest loss? 

How many local farmers in your area take 

time to estimate post-harvest losses?   

Based on their experience, in what ways do 

they experience post-harvest losses  

Discuss with your community about how they 

view post-harvest loss. Is it considered 

something important or it is unnoticed? 

Are there farmers who use advanced methods 

which are environmental friendly in 

controlling post-harvest loss caused by 

rodents, rats or high moisture in crops?  

Are there farmers who use traditional 

methods of post-harvest loss management? 

Have they found it to be cheaper than new 

technologies? 

Invite a farmer to talk about how crops are 

being damaged after harvesting. Ask farmers 

to discuss traditional methods of controlling 

post-harvest losses from pests and diseases.  

Find out if any farmers are using post-harvest 

treatments and how much they cost.   

Post-harvest handling of crops requires 

investing in technology and can be labor 

intensive. When selling their crops, most 

farmers do not factor in the costs associated 

with post-harvest management. 

Useful Links 

Information about farming and the environment: 

Makweti Sishekanu, National Farmers Union Zambia: 

+260-211-252-649 or +260-965-098-360.  Email: 

makwetiskanu@yahoo.com 

 

 

Good source of information: Vincent Ziba, National 

Coordinator, Community-based National Resource 

Management Forum, Zambia; Email: 

vinceziba@yahoo.com.  Phone: 0966-246-924 

Good source of information; Mwape Sichilongo, 

WWF Conservation Manager. Email: 

msichilongo@wwfzam.org. Phone: +260 966442540 

 

 

 

Engage farmers to lobby government for 

improved community-based storage 

facilities. 

Educate women on different post-harvest 

techniques such as the application of 

pesticides or traditional methods that are 

effective and also the use of clean storage 

facilities.  

 

In Zambia, harvesting of rain-fed crops start 

in the months of May and June. Farmers, by 

this time, must have prepared storage 

facilities that are clean of pests and ensure 

there is good air circulation. 

 

Most farmers store their food crops in their 

homes and any excess that is to be sold is 

storage in granaries. 

 

Post-harvest pests such as the larger grain 

borer can damage up to 50% of a crop within 

a short period of time if not well managed. 

This pest has a name of ‘grain to dust’ 

because of the damage it can cause.  

 

Please contact the Agriculture extension 

officers in your areas for advice on 

management of your crops after harvest. 

                                                 Our Environment, Our Future is funded by the Wyncote Foundation 

mailto:makwetiskanu@yahoo.com
mailto:vinceziba@yahoo.com
mailto:msichilongo@wwfzam.org

