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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

There are many aspects to 
the impact of bush-fires. 
They damage or destroy 
valuable infrastructure, cause 
widespread damage to 
forests and occasionally even 
the death of trees.  

Bush-fires also cause mass 
destruction of wildlife and 
have a severe adverse impact 
on surface water supplies, as 
well as injecting huge 
amounts of smoke into the 
atmosphere. 

Bush-fires release huge 
amounts of smoke and ash 
which, apart from creating 
pollution also cause weather 
changes in the area where 
the bushfire has taken place.  

Heat pushes up the air, 
creating clouds which, if met  

 

by air of a different 
temperature, can result in 
storms. 
 
The air pollution can also lead 
to asthma and cause other 
health problems. 

When a forest burns as a result 
of a bushfire, carbon and other 
greenhouse gases are emitted 
into the atmosphere. Carbon 
dioxide (CO2) is the primary 
greenhouse gas emitted by 
bushfires. 

The setting of bush-fires is 
common in Zambia. Some fires 
are set indiscriminately and 
for a variety of reasons – 
including:  the clearing of fields 
for planting new crops, to 
increase visibility during 
hunting, to control vegetation 
and to clear fire-breaks around 
homes and gardens. 

 

The Problem: Bush-fires 

FOCUS: Bush-

Fires 

 

Bush-fire smoke is a 
mixture of water vapor, 
small particles and gases, 
which may include carbon 
monoxide, carbon dioxide 
and nitrogen oxides. All of 
these are greenhouse gases 
that are harmful to the 
environment and 
contribute to global 
warming. 

Bush-fires are destroying 
thousands of hectares of 
vegetation every year. Over 
400 million acres of land 
worldwide are left bare 
annually due to Bush-fires.   

Sometimes, bush-fires are 
caused by nature –
triggered by such things as 
lightning strikes; however, 
evidence shows that 
worldwide, only 26 percent 
of Bush-fires are from 
natural causes, while 74 
percent are as a result of 
human activity. 

In Zambia, bush-fires 
mainly occur during the 
dry season and most are 
caused by charcoal makers, 
mice hunters and people 
who clear their land by 
burning grass, brush and 
other waste. 
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Activities for Journalists 

Use your community radio station to 
help listeners understand how 
bushfires caused by human activities 
are dangerous to people and the 
environment.   

Most of the deliberate burning and 
the uncontrolled fires occur at the 
end of the dry season, just before the 
onset of the summer rains.  These 
fires are destructive even to fire 
tolerant trees (USAID-conservation 
of tropical forests and biological 
diversity; 2005) 

For instance, fire destroys the 
vegetative cover in agricultural 
areas. This cover adds organic 
matter to the land to make the soil 
richer.  

Bush-fires also promote soil erosion 
by winds and by water at the on-set 
of the rainy season before sufficient 
plant cover has a chance to take root. 

Do a vox pop with people from your 
area and ask them why some people 
cause bushfires and also ask about 
the dangers of these bush-fires. 

Talk to one of the traditional leaders 
from your area and ask him/her 
about the measures he/she has put 
in place to make sure that people do 
not cause bush-fires. 

How does the government handle 

Useful Links 

Mr Noah Zimba. Zambia climate change Network/ 

Forester. gbnaturals@gmail.com.  0977873673 

Vincent Ziba. CBNRM Coordinator.vinceziba@yahoo.com. 
+260 977 210 382. 

 

 

 

 

 

those who start bush-fires?   

Are the laws strict enough?  

Are the laws enforced?   

What needs to be done at the local, 
regional and national level to reduce 
man-made bush-fires? 

What more can the government do to 
discourage people from setting bush-
fires? 

Have bush-fires gotten out of control 
in your community?  What was the 
result?  How destructive was the 
bush-fire? 

Talk to an agriculture specialist 
about alternatives to burning off 
vegetation. 

Community Engagement 

Urge listeners to send SMS, call or stop by 
the radio station to talk about the dangers 
of bush-fires and what human activities that 
cause bush-fires can be avoided.  
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