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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

High population growth is a major 

contributor to climate change. This 

can be seen from the scramble for  

the little natural resources that are 

available. 

Due to the migration of people 

from the rural areas to the urban 

areas there is a growing need of 

establishing settlements. Many of 

these settlements are not planned.  

In the setting up of these 

settlements there is a high level of 

deforestation. Many trees are cut 

down to clear land to establish 

houses. 

These unplanned settlements bring 

about massive infrastructure 

development. Due to this massive 

infrastructure development there is 

unplanned management of waste.  

With high population comes poor 

sanitation.  In the areas  where 

there is  

over-crowding, sanitation facilities 

such as toilets are a problem. These 

toilets are highly frequented by a 

large population thereby making 

them places where bacteria can grow.  

 

Many times, these toilets are too near 

to wells, making the water drawn 

from the wells unsafe for human 

consumption.   

 

High population means that farming 

areas must be expanded in order to 

feed everyone. So, as the population 

grows there is a strain on the food 

supply.  

 

This causes huge tracts of land to be 

cleared. The clearing of huge tracts 

of lands bring about deforestation.  

 

The cutting of trees makes a huge 

contribution to climate change. One 

of the main effects of climate change 

is changes in weather patterns – 

which can lead to crop failures and 

food shortages. 

The Problem: High population and 
the environmental. 

High population 

According to the Zambia 

Climate Change Network, 

Zambia is endowed with an 

abundance of natural resources 

and a fairly rich biological 

diversity. Like other developing 

countries, Zambia is highly 

dependent on the exploitation 

of biological resources for the 

livelihood of the majority of its 

people especially those living 

in rural areas. Since the early 

1980s the country has 

experienced increasing pressure 

on its biological resources 

leading to rapid decline and 

degradation. This is attributed 

to over exploitation and 

destruction from fires, pollution 

and establishment of 

settlements due to rapid growth 

of the population. 

 

Rapid population growth and 

rural-urban migration amidst 

limited job opportunities leads 

to over-exploitation of forest 

reserves and illegal removal of 

wildlife and fish. Worse still, a 

large percentage of Zambians 

depend upon either fire wood or 

charcoal for their domestic 

energy supply. This trend 

indicates the extent to which 

natural resources are 

threatened. 

 

High population growth 

contributes so much to 

deforestation due to growing 

demand for forest resources – 

and this leads to climate 

change.  
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Activities for Journalists 

Use your community radio station to help 

citizens understand how to reduce 

environment degradation. 

As there is the high levels of migration from 

the rural areas to the urban areas there is need 

to promote agriculture where there is no use 

of fertilizers, no tillage of the soil and where 

no forests are cut down. 

Farming which promotes the non-use of 

fertilizer and no cutting of trees is very 

important as it brings about reduced soil 

degradation and also reduces the impact of 

climate change. 

Many of these settlement areas that are 

unplanned are prone to floods as they have no 

properly planned drainage system. Therefore, 

to reduce all this problems there is need for 

the local authorities to start planning 

settlements. 

Planned settlements bring about beauty and 

hygiene in the communities. Access to basic 

supplies such as clean water and good 

sanitation are more likely to occur in planned 

settlements. 

It is also important to note that these 

unplanned settlements often don’t have access 

to electricity and hence the use of charcoal 

and the creation of black carbon when the 

charcoal is burned. 

Black carbon is now considered the second or 

third largest climate warming agent after 

carbon dioxide and methane. 

Black carbon can have a detrimental effect at 

the local and regional level, it contributes to 

local and regional pollution which can alter 

weather conditions, including precipitation 

patterns, over a wide area – leading to drought 

and flooding conditions. 

Useful Links 

Mr Habeenzu Mulunda, Public relations Manager. 

Lusaka City Council. Box 30077, LUSAKA.  

Cell: +260966 465762 
 

Ministry of Local Government and Housing, 

Decentralisation Secretariat. Contact: Mrs Mvula: 

0955633336. 

Michelo Simweete. Zambia climate change Network. 

Zccn.info@gmail.com. Cell: 0977970924 

 

It is also important to make Zambia’s 

decentralisation policy fully functional. Under 

the policy, the district level is to be the focal 

point for planning and delivery of public 

services. To facilitate operations at this level, 

government will transfer specified functions, 

authority and resources to councils which are 

local (district) bodies made up of 

democratically elected representatives. 

To deal with the high population growth there 

is a strong need to educate the population on 

climate and environment degradation.  

How do the communities understand the 

decentralisation policy?   

What, if anything, have the local authorities 

done to reduce the spread of unplanned 

settlements? 

What are some of the ways to reduce the 

migration of people from the rural areas to the 

urban areas? 

Visit an unplanned settlement and describe 

what life is like there.  Then, find out what, if 

anything, the government is doing to help 

these people find better places to live. 
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