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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

Children are often most affected 

by climate change. The recent 

floods in the country have seen 

many children being affected – 

often unable to reach their schools 

after floodwaters washed away 

bridges that lead them to their 

school. 

 

This has caused a drop-off in 

school attendance and caused 

some students to fall behind –and 

this is reflected in their low test 

scores.  

 

Flooding often triggers water-

borne illnesses such as diarrhea – 

children are particularly 

vulnerable. 

 

There have also been increases in 

temperature thereby causing 

diseases such as malaria.   

According to the Ministry of 

Community Development, malaria 

is still one of the leading causes of 

deaths in children. 

 

Malnutrition, too, is mostly 

affecting children as a result of 

climate change; children are more 

prone to malnutrition due to their 

age and the amount of nutrition 

they require to lead a growing, 

healthy life.  

 

In fact, children are more 

vulnerable than adults to famine 

and nutritional deprivation since 

they require three to four times the 

amount of food on a body weight 

basis than adults. According to 

WHO, it is estimated that by 2050, 

25 million children will be 

malnourished due to climate change 

effects. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Problem: Climate Change and Children 

Focus: Climate 

change 

With the increase in the 

weather variability there are 

always extremes: high 

temperatures, very cold 

winter seasons and very 

abnormal rainfall patterns. 

These extremes have a 

devastating impact on the 

health and well being of 

communities. 

In Zambia, children face the 

challenges of climate 

change. More severe and 

more frequent natural 

disasters and changing 

rainfall patterns are 

threatening the well-being of 

children -- and their basic 

right to education, health, 

clean water and quality 

food.  

Extreme weather changes 

will likely cause poverty 

levels to rise. 

According to UNICEF, the 

impact of climate change is 

projected to be more intense 

in the immediate and long-

term future, suggesting that 

children of today and 

subsequent generations will 

bear the brunt of climate 

change. 
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Activities for Journalists 

In Zambia, there is a growing involvement of children 

in the fight against climate change. This can be seen in 

the efforts that many organizations are putting forward. 

For instance, giving young people the space to 

advocate and articulate their views has facilitated 

action on climate change.  

 

Unite4Climate Zambia is one of UNICEF’s signature 

child-led advocacy programmes. It partners with young 

people in all of the country’s nine provinces to combat 

climate change and is helping to empower and inspire 

thousands of children. Through media programmes, 

debates, and advocating for adaptation measures such 

as the construction of floating schools in flood-prone 

areas, Zambia’s young Climate Ambassadors are 

agents of change. There are more than 200 climate 

ambassadors each year. By equipping them with the 

skills needed to advocate for climate change action and 

educate other children, Unite4Climate Zambia is 

working to ensure that all children actively contribute 

to climate action. 

 

As the numbers of disasters escalate with increasing 

climate change, there must be an expansion of 

adaptation and resilience programmes in vulnerable 

communities to protect children from risk. The 

investment in adaptation programmes will hopefully 

reduce the number of children forced to drop out of 

school each year due to bridge washouts and other 

problems. In fact, there is a deliberate programme from 

the policy makers to construct bridges that mitigate the 

impact of climate change. 

 

The Zambia Climate Change Network has taken up 

deliberate measures to educate communities on the 

Useful Link 

Vincent Ziba, National Coordinator, Community-based National 

Resource Management Forum, Zambia; Email: 

vinceziba@yahoo.com.  Phone: 0966-246-924 

Patricia Mupeta-Muyamwa. Community Conservation Program 

Officer. The Nature Conservancy, pmupeta@tnc.org. (096) 584-

5360 

Noah Zimba, Chairperson Zambia Climate Change Network. 

gbnaturals@gmail.com. 0977873673. 

 

 

 

 

need to bring about climate adaptation projects during 

local planning meetings. The local communities have 

begun to realize the need to make climate change 

adaptation projects a priority when discussing funding 

issues with local officials. One of the areas where this 

is occurring is Luangwa were community members are 

actively participating in these meetings and calling for 

more projects on conservation agriculture.  

 

Interview an environmentalist about climate changes in 

your community. How does he/she see these changes 

affecting your community? What can be done to slow 

the effects of climate change? 

 

Check with the local health clinic to ask about the 

number of malaria cases reported among children each 

week. Has there been an increase? 

 

Has your local community made climate change 

adaptation a priority – as has occurred in Luangwa? 

Talk to a community leader in Luangwa to find out 

how their community is making it happen. For info 

about what’s happening in Luangwa, contact Stephen 

Nyirenda, World Hope Care Trust at 0974997830 or 

0962100780    
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