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The goals of the Weekly Bulletin are: 

 

 Bring listeners in the project area the latest information on 

natural resources, the environment and agriculture 

 Focus on solutions, what works and what people can do 

 Encourage listeners to share both their questions and solutions  

(African solutions for African problems) 

 Raise awareness of issues that need to be discussed to affect 

public policy. 

 Bring the latest solutions and practices that have relevance to 

this region from around the world 

 Identify and link other NGOs working in the region share the 

project interests and goals 

 Give the participating journalists guidance and tips on their 

reporting on these issues 

 

The Weekly 
Information Resource Bulletin 
 

Water pollution has a negative 

impact on the livelihood of 

communities. 

When fish are dead because of 

rivers that are being polluted, 

fishermen in the affected 

communities lose their source of 

income.  

The natural taste of fish is lost as 

the fish is contaminated with toxic 

chemicals. 

Polluted water brings with it 

diseases and other ailments – 

including diarrhoea. Some types of 

diarrhoea are dangerous and can 

cause death. 

For instance areas that are located 

in the mining zones are often 

severely affected. 

  

The Copperbelt is under serious 

risk due to the impact of mining in 

the region. 

According to the Zambia Climate 

Change Network, the mines in the 

Copperbelt have continuously been 

pouring chemical substances into 

the Kafue River which is the main 

source of drinking water for a 

number of urban areas in Zambia. 

The costs for treating the water for 

human consumption have escalated 

due to the mining activities. 

In addition, the Kafue National 

Park, the second largest national 

park in the world, and one of the 

places with the most endangered 

wildlife species is threatened by the 

pollution from the Kafue River – 

which runs through the park.  

(ZIEM, 2012).  
 

The Problem: Water Pollution 
Affects Livelihoods 

Water pollution 

 
 

Water is an important ingredient 

for human survival. Access to 

clean water brings with it good 

health. 

 

When water is polluted it 

becomes a danger to human life 

and other creatures that depend 

on water for survival. 

 

Human activities that contribute 

to water pollution are the 

pouring of chemical effluents 

and waste products into 

waterways. 

 

Polluted water has effects on 

both the health and livelihoods 

of people. 

 

For instance, when one drinks 

contaminated water it can lead 

to a variety of health-related 

issues – even death. 

  
The burning of fossil fuels emits 

sulfur dioxide into the 

atmosphere. The sulfur dioxide 

reacts with the water in the 

atmosphere, creating rainfall 

which contains sulfuric acid.  
 
As acid precipitation falls into 

lakes, streams and ponds it can 

lower the overall pH of the 
waterway – and this can kill 

vital plant life, thereby affecting 

the whole food chain – and 

ultimately humans. 
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Activities for Journalists 

While mining operations provide tangible benefits 

in the form of valuable tax revenues and 

employment, less tangible environmental impacts 

can be significant and often impact the poorest in 

society the most. 

 

For instance, one of the towns that has its waters 

polluted is Chambishi in the Copperbelt.  

 

The economy and livelihoods of the majority of 

the population in Chambishi which is a mining 

area remain dependent on agriculture and fishing, 

these are dependent on the quality of the natural 

environment.  

 

Chambishi is a major mining industrial zone, with 

more than six significant mines operating in the 

nearby area. Given the impact that mining 

pollution can have on human health as well as, 

animals and plants -- environmental protection 

through regular pollution monitoring is critical.  

 

Numerous plant species typical of Muombo 

forests along the Musakashi River have been 

destroyed by liquid waste from mining operations 

that cause acidification in the river thereby 

affecting the biological diversity of plant species 

in the area. 

 

Some of the measures that have been taken up to 

deal with water pollution have been the 

strengthening of the Zambia Environment 

Management Authority through an Act of 

Parliament and other laws that deal with pollution. 

 

For instance, the waste management regulation 

is meant to regulate primarily transportation of 

waste and the operation of disposal sites. ZEMA 

regulates these activities through licensing of 

transporters of waste and operators of disposal 

sites; the licenses are accompanied by conditions.  

 

Another regulation is the water pollution control 

which governs the discharge of liquid waste into 

the aquatic environment. The regulations provide 

for the installation of appropriate pre-treatment 

facilities and ensuring that the discharged waste 

Useful Links 

Joy Sata- Konkola Copper Mines. Head Public Relations, 

joy.sata@kcm.co.zm, 0974-779-835 

Constantino Mwembela – Senior Inspector 

Zambia Environmental Management Agency| 

Phone +260211254023/50|Mob +260977 883 583 

Email: cmwembela@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Good source of information: Vincent Ziba, National 

Coordinator, Community-based National Resource Management 

Forum, Zambia; Email: vinceziba@yahoo.com.  Phone: 0966-

246-924 

Robert Chimambo, Environment Advocate, Chalimbana head 

waters rivers trust (A Member of Zambia Climate Change 

Network); Email: kchimambo@gmail.com.  Phone: 

0978018389. 

An environmental and social impact assessment for Musakashi 

River catchment and its tributaries, 2012. Zambia Institute of 

Environmental Management. zieminstitute@live.com 

 

conforms to the conditions and standards for 

chemical, biological and physical parameters 

contained in the table of environmental standards 

for waste water. 

 

People need to know these parts of the law -- as 

well as the role of ZEMA and the various acts of 

the Constitution that prohibit water pollution. 

 

Are there NGOs or other organizations in your 

community that are focused on water issues?  You 

might invite them to come by the station for an 

interview to discuss water regulations and the 

rights of people. 

 

Do you know fishermen affected by water 

pollution?   

 

Interview an expert on ZEMA regulations.  Check 

with ZCCN to find out if the regulations are being 

enforced? 

 

You might interview people who have had their 

water source contaminated. 

 

What, if anything, are the mines doing to curb 

pollution? 

.  
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